[Merkel cell carcinoma: study of 24 cases and review of the literature].
Merkel cell carcinoma is a cutaneous-neuroendocrine tumor, which may be difficult to diagnose and to treat. The objective of this study was to analyse the treatment and the recurrences of Merkel cell carcinoma. A retrospective study was performed on the patients operated of a Merkel cell carcinoma between 1994 and 2004. Clinical data of the patients and the tumor, treatment (surgery and radiotherapy) and recurrences were entered in a database. Twenty-four patients were operated (8 men and 16 women). The mean age at diagnosis was 71.5 years. The average follow-up was 30.8 months. The treatment was a large surgical removal of the tumor with immediate closure, systematically followed by radiotherapy. There were five recurrences and no death. Merkel cell carcinoma is an aggressive tumor. Immediate closure after large surgical removal allows radiotherapy.